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SECRET

DECLASSIFIED

Authority 

American Embassy* 
Athens, Gr-Tscs 
February 5» 1943°

CONFIDENTIAL ZIOlLbiTEIC DATA

Νθο 342 
09 Spared on

Note - Consult Foreign Service Serials No, 279 of November 21s 
of March 19, 1945, and Ns, 661 of Dscsmdsr 27, 194^° Forms are to 
typewriter in. quadruplicate, one copy for filos and three for DsMrtWsx>tz

Name: Vlantae , Dimitries
*(Alias’Vl andaa, ‘Vlatarf, * Vai tael Litsea ’ or' Bulgar' )

Nationality; Greek Title:

Date and Place of Birth;. 1908, Maratho-Malevousion, Heraklion., Crete,

Position: Mnistsr of Agriculture in the ’’Provisional Date Appointed;
Democratic Government of Greece0 24, 1947.

Party Affiliations: Communist; ifembsr of the Central Committee of ME.

Previous Career: Formerly Secretary of ths KKE Regional Committee for grot 
of the founders and leaders (1943) °f FPON, the Communist dominated Youth 
Organization formed by EAM as part of the resistance during the occupation 
Secretary of the Regional Committee of ths Peloponneses (August, 1947) " °

» One

Languages Spokan: Greek; no further information.

Attitude toward and service in the United States: Hostile; no known «η . 
travel in the United States» ^vice or

Family details: Son of George Vlantas,

REMARKSt

/perf onaingSECRET

vua ~— - - u ""1'LSL a„ btrugglviL
took an snsfgstic part in youth moy^sh^ Psasant. Ia 

τβ*. Men

The appearance of VLaNTAS’ nan© in the list of the so-called ’Mini ■>- 
Rebel group s?as unexpected because Vlantas was a little-known CMimuni° °f the 
he was included in the ‘government9 because of his position and record - ^sumsdly. 
Communistic Youth Organization, EPON, - n ths

Vlantas is reported to have completed an elementary school educating Λ 
have begun work in Crete as a peasant» Apparently, h© wandered from ona ?? thea to 
eno they? never being -die or not «shins to hold one Job permanentl y. JL ί b »» 
•oil» he .Joined the conmnist Party; and it is reported that he sumov?Ϊ ?ery 

young, ns j orofessional revolutionary for ths ME Hi« himselfS“Ss?an? trouble 5d hit. in end out °-> police courted' ““ ^"--e or nutLity

During the °°°"^"°t0bliahwont of ffiOH. Shen 0reeou°°° ^"«<--1 Advisor and 
in Crete -nd thereby ffli, . oNL'L^,be°.d

~ iztro *r£xi CommittaeOi λλλ ·

w/,7 he became Secretary of ths Regional Commits
In August. W47^ ,ith the re-organization of « the Seloponnesos

ri°:°LLind°^th * «2“**of the c™‘ 

Patras and the surroun
rn^BS) on. December 27. 1947, gave ths foil_w.

Vlantae^ ***— «

. ............M. ancestors —



.J/; GR3T

JjNbIJaKII.-,.» civ· Ailillw' SATA

■performing his military ssr^ics he was prosecuted and in. 1931 
condexsned to sixteen years imprisonment by the loannina Court 
Martial. H e participated in the struggle against the fascist 
dictatorship. Also, he ranked among ths chumpions of the anti­
taxation mass westings and assemblies held during 1928-1929 
at Heraklion (Crete). Ik Decembers 1936. he was arrested by 
trie dictatorship, and he remained in prison at Akronaplia 
until May, 1941? when ha eacqpad. and dsvoted himself to the 
liberation* -He was cue of the founders of the glorious &>QNt 
of which he was the leader from February to «Tuns, 1943° e

Approved by:.
, ··'

··---- - Ί«.-k- ' -S
Harold B« Mi. nor

Counselor of ώκ>·..:

/ice Consul
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CUN? IDklh' IAL BIOGRAPHIC DATA

Aiusrioan Embassyο
Athens, Greece
February 5® 1948°

■■'oto - Consult; foreign Service Serials No, 279 of November 21s. 1944, W>. Z/K of &rch· 19» 
and No,, 661 of’ De caster 27, 194'6 <> ForW are 12 ds prsparsn 02 typsMitsr in 

uadruplicats, one so'sy for files and three for Dspartmsnt»

NWS:, PORK YROGBENIS , h!i ltia-5.es

Nationality tGre sL Title·..

Births November 25». 19 OZ in th© village of Agtia near Volos, Creese

Posit ion?. Minister of Justice in the
"Provisional Democratic Government of Greece”

Date Appointed* Oss» 34.-. 1947® <*6<0ΓΓΛΛΛ'ί “ ®* · ·*

Party Aff inations;: Comtaist since 1926; ifembex* of Central Committees of LZL and ΕΑΜ»

Pz’evious Career^· Practiced lav» In 1932 was unsuccessful candidate for- Parliament from 
Kava Ila but in 1933 was appointed to Far li ament as substitute for a Communist- Μ.Ρ» who 
resigned, 1936-1941 imprisoned by Ketaxas regime, 1941“1943 -Ms an. organizer of 
resistance in Crete, 1944- Joined PLLL, Chief LE Delegate to Lebanon Conference» May» 
1944· Minister of Labor in Papandreou Cabinet Sept· 2 - Dec, 2, 1944®

Languages 5-poke»;. Greeks Garmen, French and presumably Russian--.

1 tit nd a tp-jard and eervic-s in the United States t. Presumably hostile to United States® 
No known service or travel in the United Statesθ

.-: amilv details;. Son of Napoleon and Katharina Porfyreghenis; Carried Communist Foula 
Hadjiaakis. daughter of the lute Professor Hadjidakis of Athens University. She is an 
influential Communist intellectual»

REMARKSl (See also Office of Strategic Services, Η» 
Prominent LSrmdsrs of EAM/EXAS in Greece, 1941”1945*, 
has been used in the preparation of this reports)

& As No, 3123s "Biographic Notes on
Washington, v° 0», July 21- 1945® which

Miltiades PORFIROGHENIS comas from e. ?»sll=>to~do middle class family of Volos, He i 
:i in Germany end returned to Greece to become an attorsgr « Joining ths Communist 

.’arty in 1926, he often defended members of the KKE in court. In 1928 de is sllegsd to 
have been convicted of high treason and to have been granted an iiscsdiate amnesty»

In 1929 i’oyfyroghanis bscams a member of the Association Jurldiqv® International© 
of Berlin, which had been founded "to oppose Fascism from ths legal point of view”-> 
At that time he lectured in Barlin before the 'Bund Freier Balkan1’ on "the struggle 

the Worker.' and Rsv olutionery peasants under the direction of the Conxnunist Party.
. the sufferings of the Macedonian people under ths Greek yokes"

In 1931, his wife assisted in the creation of ths Society called ’th© Unity of 
oeialistic Dentocx’scies". The purpose of this organization was to propagandize the 
benefits * of life in Russia and to eulogize Communism.

In the 1932 elections, orfyroghenis was an unsuccessful candidate for Parliament 
L'om Naval la·, but on January 19» 1933, he was appointed to the seat in Parliament of a 
ouramist -«ember of Parliament who had resigned. Also in 1932, he became a member of 

the Executive Committee of ths International anti-Fas cist and enti -Terrorist 
Organization, "Red A IK", which had been organized to help Caaxr..'..irt 1 -I i ‘-leal prisoners» 
later in the same year he reportedly went to Moscow to attend the apse.-.al school for 
Communists. returning to Greece in January8 1933®

in February, 1934 ana also in the 1935 municipal elections. x'orfyroghenis was e.n 
jnsuceaseful candidate for ths Mayorship of Volos. Nevertheless, he was successful 
r hit· adv a seen» nt in the Communist Party of Greece, becoming a supernumerary 
: -5’ije .·· of ths Central Cozmnittea of KKE as Politics! Commissar for

/intellectualsX e»·;’

UR.71’

Authority
OECLASS!^
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-935 > he was appointed to the central 
shortly thereafter he was arrested and 
Cr/ete** fox* his anti^nationalist activities

intellectuals. In 
regular member, but 
of C-avdos (south cf

ntorned on. the island

In 1936 Porfyrogheais was elected ths Popular Front Deputy to Parliament 
from Larissa, and he used that position as an opportunity to - si t Moscow and 
Paris to study social insurance legislation. Shen the hfe texts regia» came into 
power on the 4 th of August., 1936, however» he was ar res Leo. and put in prison 
where hs remained until the Gerirssn invasion permitted his escape, April 23» 194-®

In 1941 Porfyroghanis bee. me a member of the Central Committee of LM and 
was an organiser of the resistance movement on the Island of Crete» In late 1943 
or early 1944 hs was recalled by the Political Bureau of KKE and mads Secretary 
of the Central Committee of SAM and a member of PSLA (ths SAM government in 
Greece during the occupation).

On April ?, 1944, ths third anniversary of ths German invasion, he made a 
speech in which hs claimed that ths fall of Tsouderos had teen brought about by 
the PEEA. PEEa had objected to Tsouderos because he "had wished to units all 
parties under his govs -nrnsnt, irrsspsetivs of their attitude toward the Germans«. 
whereas PEEA wished to fight the Carmans, Ballis° Security Battalions, and all 
unavowed traitors still rove dangerous»"

In May, 1944, he attended the Lebanon Conference as the head of ths delegation 
sent by SALL, Ths terms of the SAM bloc at this conference were:.

(1) A unification of the resistance forces within Greece,
(2) The establishment of a coalition government hi ch would include more 

than four EaM portfolios.
(3) A clear cut solution to the question of the return to the throne by 

King Georgs»

Contrary to their expectations,, the «MM delegates did not find themselves in 
an adv ntageous position at the Conference» The mutiny of the Greek forces in the 
Near Bast and the circumstances under which Colonel PbAHQS had been killed gave 
weight to the opinion of the right wing that LMM wished to seize power and establish 
a "dictatorship of the left8» Pcrfyroghenie attempted to offset this feeling in 
his speech delivered at the Conference when he said that £AM wished to achieve unity 
and that they were not the ones "who were trying to separate Greece into Russian 
friends and British friends. » We are with ate for all the Allies ° . The 
responsibility for the recent events (l.s., the revolt in the Near East) goes to 
the Tsouderos Cabinet»8

On September 2, 1944» ^orfyroghenis became Minister of labor in the Papandreou 
Cabinet. During his incumbency; according to one source, he advocated legislation 
favoring the working class, ή© also recognized the existing National Confederation 
of Greek Labor, he held ths same post in the reconstructed Cabinet of October, 1944° 
Or. October 13th, he went on a mission to Macedonia and Thrace with L/jt’BRlaNIDIS, 
Minister without Portfolio. On this tour of inspection, which wee arranged by LAM, 
hs was reportedly warmly received everywhere by the people.

On the second of December» 1944, ^’orfyroghenis resigned from the Cabinet along 
with the other EaM members, in protest against the governs-nt order for disbanding 
δΙΑΒ» H s left Athene, took up again posi ions on the Central borunittees of EAM and 
LKL, and directed the LAM policy during the December insurrection and the signing 
of the Varkiza Agreement.

After the revolution Pcrfyrogheais devoted himself again to the organizing of 
Communistic activities and to the defense of Communists brought before ths Greek 
.-ourte. H e was officially designated legal advisor of the EXE in January of 1945, 

th this same title he wes again elected to the Central Committees cf EaM a rd ;cng 
.n October, 1945«

-2- /Late
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Porfyroghenis is described as conscientious end very ..stations 
to be a doctrinaire theoritician and one not successful in L_
Greek Communist party he is the right-hand man of zLiLrui-'I^ '•a*> 
affection for him.

RFYnOGHENIS, -Lltiades (Continued from preceding pi

tch itoo 1,/20s
De^PaTCt . ·]_η

Mrs. Foula .OifcRiHOGH-J.'ilS has been reported (Reference ,·/ε3 le'-'-turr.
December 13, 1947, from American Legation, Helsinki, finl*^' g>.;.est oL nraent 

n ° η! ο «Λ 3ι'-*η·ί Pnl 1 3 Q h7 Tv, 1?ΐ η I r. τΐΛ aS *z' . „ί· ■ GV or
CoEjmunist-dominated 
of Greece does not repres 
in power only with th
American money and with American arms

and Finland during the fall of 1947» In Finland as .·'- 0Ce;it ό«·- -/.mains 
DEMOC. Ai’iC UHIuN, she stated that *'thi> θ^θ-thlng· Λΐ.\

ent anybody but yet it represents - fights "xf\die H 
help of foreigners» The Greek Cover ·* . a^n Greek ->

and American officeI'"' Us is thought

Late in 1946 he left Greece and visited several 
at the French Communist Congres 
situation (reference - Embassy’ 
that Communist o' 
action of an expanded" Democratic Army". He appealed tc> 

the formation of a Free Democratic GfeS 
as a State. This was the first mentioli 

"gover

fOilo .ing description
The rebel radio (DABS) on December 27th, 1947, gave tn» 

of Porfyroghenis6 record-..
wno since 1925 

"......Born in the village of Agtia, near Volos, in iyvj· ' lawyer 
participated in the struggles of the people. He has 19 29 to

since 1924· As General Secretary of the "Workers6 Aid" fr 
1931 he participated in all the anti-terrorist movements; -·?·χ'·
Liberal Party organized. He participated in the Interna^mber of 
Conference of Lawyers held in Berlin in 1929 and *as chosen^ 
the Executive Committee of the International Lawyers4 Socxevj 
in 1932 and in 1936 he was elected a deputy from Larissa, ns ■· n 
repeatedly arrested in 1923, 1931, 1933- 1935 and 193v· 
1936 to April, 1941, he remained in the Akronaplia c ones η Λ,^Γβ
.7hen the Germans invaded Greece, he escaped and want to Gro- 
he organized the National Resistance r-lovemsnt. In December, 1>4^> 
came to Athens whence he proceeded to the mountains, ' ore he was 
appointed Secretary of EAM’s Central CoMmittse. He participated in 
Lebanon Conference and in September* 1944, in the Government as .Minis 
of Labor. During the summer of 1946 kites attempted to assassinate him0 
Ns has been chosen a member of the Council of the International 
Democratic Lawyers6 Society®"

. _ on lune 27, 
t counti^6®" Greek 

omm^xx| spoks on asserted 
at Strasbourg, Forfyyoghe» lt 19^“military 
despatch Member JISZ, Ju l.hrou{5h · sm for

s in Greece can onlv be achieved ' , ' Governmentworlc .oa»^ 
assistance towards the formation of a Free Democratic Gr®sC® ^ie Ooinwuni 
and its own status as a State. This was the first mentioli pgcenibef 2^ntative of th· 
intention to establish the "government" which was annou»c 
Reportedly during most of 19'17 he was in Prague as psrv^he ^γΘΕθΏΪ0· „cyatic 
Head uarters of the International Federation of Resistance. ,,.j_0I1al Dein^ 7’Ilflt he 
days before the announcement of the formation of the 1“,3 -oelievei( ,/03 lauding 
Government of Greece", he left Prague for Belgrade, and i^ '4fouL «"Seo. 
could not hove reached Creek soil by the time he made his 
the establishment and the program of the so-called govern00

The Greek newspaper, ESTIA, on December JI, 1947, published the following 
remarks shout Forfyroghenis. The English translation quoted has been taken from 
•he English language newspaper THE ATHENS GaLETTE, of January 4- 194θ:

..from Agtia of Volos, lawyer ..He startedhis career as a black-mailer 
of .'.orkers and as a petty lawyerno citing clients in the corridors of 
the Lew Courts, with a staff of false witnesses at his disposal. Unable 
,0 make a career, he applied to become a member of the KKE which made

"3= /use
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^•“••vices on a salary» He has been repeatedly sentenced 
Ha escaped from prison daring the 

assisted by the G© roans. During the December, 
h ftnd -'l~ Stayed a leading part, having managed through

ύ'ΐο other leftists to postpone General Scobie’s attac.tj 
γ,.ζ·’ °f ^''’ds-ands of Athenian hostages were well out of Athens, 

Were put to death or disappeared beyond the
was later prosecuted for high treason^ but 

detaining a passport fox· abroad, where he continued 
v^^lf λ '2'°Aal activities. Some, months ago he established 
' *&aUre0 7 /Λ'?Θί?-ΐ3, where following his instructions oppressive 

l°^Lct the lLr-ssks of Czechoslovakia were taken»”

by;.
7

^oTy-^ME. J ,

Οχ· μ. , 
■^oasgy

Prepared by: Robert W. Caldwell 
Vice Consul®

—~ DECLASSIFIED^

x&kdLT


